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Abstract
In tmes past chidmn’s Beraure was hardly accommodated in Rerary wnitings, as it existed and Survru e
mainly on the finges of acut Rerature. However, n recent times, there is a paradigm shift, resuiting irr =
noticeabls b to chidren's Reratre Asa fast-developing field of study, children’s literature has provice =
platform for an amay of wrters wordwide bo express and explors available genros in fiction and non-fctic
works 1o enhance chicren's development in their style and approach to children's literature. The works o
children terature writers, especialy females. have in some cases served as a yardslick for measurning cor=
societal vatues and norms and their eflect and influence on children, who at this stage are in the process o
societal, cutural and refigous infegration. This could be explained in line with the roles and naturaf
attributes of women and the influence, power and authonty they wield on their children. However, the ever
constant and dynamic nature of man, especially in the digtal and technological era, has made it imperative
for female wniters of chidren’s fterature to move with the tide of time. This paper gives an overview of
Nigerian women chidren'’s lterature wniters who have made indelible landmarks. It then female
witers® works for the modem age, especially in the 21* century, when it comes to children's literature. To
this end, suggestions are then made to bridge the divide and make suggestions for the development of
emerging Nigerian children's literature female writers

Keywords: Chidren's Iterature, female writers, feminist, gender, women

Introduction

Literature is of vital importance in our day-to-day
life since it connects individuals with reality and
ideas in society and creates a chronicle for
recoded thoughts and experience. These
stringed thoughls are made available and
accessible to others through fictionalized and
non-fictionalized accounts of experience.
Literature, be it fiction or nonfiction, is
foundational to every society. Dominant events
in society are brought to life in the authors'
words. Literature emanated from oral literature
In both African and Westem societies. In
England for example, it evolved from works in
old English, orally composed at first before
written. Early writers are, Caedmon, AElfric and
King Alfred, but a host of other writings are
anonymous. Chaucer works from 1066 were
mostly narrated poelry where he introduced
rhyming couplet and other rhymes used in ltalian

poetry. Other writers like, Henry, Hormard, Early
of Surrey, Wyatt introduced the sonnet and a
range of short lyrics to literature writing which
later became popular with Sir Philip Christopher
Sidney (1554-1586), Edmund Spenser (1552-
1599) Marlowe (1564-1593) and William
Shakespeare (1564-1616). Literature emerged
from writings in the prose and poetry intended to
provide instruction enlightenment or
entertainment to the reader or audience.
Geoffery Chaucer (1343-1400) is generally
referred to as the father of modern English
literature. He was a widely acclaimed poet of the
middle ages. Old English literature was mostly
poetic, (lyric, descriptive but chiefly, narrative or
epic). Early Genres of literature included drama,
fables, sutras and epic poetry dating as far back
as 1500-1000 BCE among which the Indian
Sanskrit Epics of Iron Age India stands out.
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Tremes and thematic relevance are crverse in
Afncan LRerature as the continent itsef Themes
anse from history, cullure, customs norms and
traditions of @ Goup of people while narrating
their stories. African themes were denved from
Iving and ifestyles of generations of people
Afncan Lterature can then be futher
categorized into, pre-colonial, colonial and post-
colonial literature. Pre-colonial African Literature
revolved around oral narratives accompanied by
dramatization and music, centred on a tnckster
figure (fjapa, tortoise in Yoruba land, Nigeria and
Ananse, the spider in Ghana). Colonial
Literature X-rays the horrors of the slave trade
and slavery, as well as the revolt against
colonialism and Bntish impenalism. Post-
Colenial Literature highlights the clash between
colonial and indigenous cultures while raising
hope for Africa’s future within this praxis. The
fact that there is a subset of African women
writers among the horde of writers from the pre-
colonial to the post-colonial periods and within a
patriarchal society work to give hope and
strength to follow when women are caught in the
web of despair, dismissal, marginalized, used or
abandoned by fathers and husbands. Their
narratives depict the struggles of women in their
bid to holding their homes together to uphold
and preserve their cultures, even in the face of
stiff opposition.

History and Development of Chlldren's
Literature

There is no generally accepted definition of
children's literature, but it can be broadly defined
as anything that children read or listened to. It
could also mean, more specifically, work
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, prose  ordrama
intended for and used by children and young
people. In modern parlance, it comprises all

tonks wren by chSen evhadng sevie puen
#8505 S00Hg R4 doode Catoon dRig e
rontoton werks et are ot riendad Yo de
mad hom Sort 19 ek, ek 88 SANonaree
eropnoeatian god cther Mfererce Tateda'y
Mt 1995 Tha orgn of Cridrens Revature
Can D aced 10 e piores #°d RP0L which
e port of @ wder oy Padtor A Muman
toreter atich B ared wth chidren
baforg g emergerce of pbiahing Right hom
e 190 cortury peces of erdarce of g large
quartty of iterature exsted ofen wih § mory
o reigoa meuage med soecfoaly
chidren  Tha develcprert of ear'y thidemy
Rerature  Defore prctfng was rverted a
é7ot 10 race Ever sfar pértng Decame
widesoresd. many Casss ThidrenY ties were
crested for adlts ard lxter edacted ‘i o
younger audence

Children's Mersture became popuJar n De
second haf of e 18° century The late
nineteenth and ear'y twentieth centuries becarme
known as e “Goiden Age of Chidren
Literature” as this penod inciuded the pubicstion
of many bocks acknoafedged today 33 classcs
It became a ficurishing and popuiar busness in
the publishing industty in Brtan mosty in
London. The bocks were meant o piease
appeal and ertertan the target audience
through the pleasant tone of wrtings,
illustrations, page layout and designs Early
themes were often meraizing and prous which
by today's stancards are dry end uninterestng
Eary children’'s lterature befcre the mid
18Mcenlury was instnctional, cften meralising
(spelling books or schocl bocks) and deeply
pious. Wnters in this categery are John Bunyan
and James Jane and examples of some of their
works include Way'sPuntans and A Token for
children respectively. These writings preach holy
living, uprightness and had religions agenda.
The twist came by the mid18™ century with the
production of new bocks designed to instruct,
delight and entertain children. Thomas Boreman
and Mary Cooper are good examples of this
movement in their books Giganlick Histories
(1740-1743) and Tommy Thumb's Pretty Song
Book (1744). However, John Newbery is widely
acclaimed to be the father of children's iterature
with his book, A Little Pocket Book intended for
the Instruction and Amusement of Litte Master
Tommy and Pretty Miss folly (1744). He is also
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Changingattidudes o NS
(Grendy, 204 p 50
The modem concept of chichood any emeped
in recent tmes Ongmaly. chisren wee in e
Past not consdered as greaty Sfeet oM
treatment in the IRerature Easy chidens
[terature consisted of spoken stomes sONgS.
and poams that were usad 1o educsts. PSSt
and entenain chidren and reigious sones
written by priests’ derics for instrucsonal and
didactic purpcse The concent of chidhaod
emerged for the first tme in the 17 century
when adults bagan to see chidren as a separate
entity. They becsme conssious of ther
innocence and fralty and the nead to protect
them. They saw the nead to train a3ults to meet
their special demands and pecufiar needs It
was only in the 18th century with the
development of the concept of childhood that a
separate genre of children's terature bagan to
emerge, with its divisions, expactations and
peculiarities. John Locke, an  English
philosopher, in  his study of human
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chamcter (Segun. 2008) A maSr OUNEREng
fexture O Shidreny erpture i3 B BN DU
These 3% 2ong determmants o 1T igue
tre SN o leagh Andeson (Q00e
Centfies Mo Clamsfcasons of Shadheey
Rextre by genre ana by age The CENRGTren
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Gaenre Category

Picture dodks, inciuding concept bOoks thae
teach the aiphadet or counting. for examTie
patem dooks, and wordiess books
Trastonal lRerature, including folkiales.
which convey the legends, Customs.
swersttions, and beliefs of peopie in
previous civilzations. This genre can be
further broken into

subgenres: myths, fables, legends, and fary
tales

Fiction, including fantasy, realistic fiction,
and histoncal fiction

Non-fiction

Biography and autobiography

Poetry and verse.

Age Category

The critenia for these divisions are vague but can
be seen in simplicity or complexity of language,
large prints or normal prints and many or fewer

illustrations. These form the

borderline for

understanding, prescribed “easy pl it
books™ for children to form their sensory
experiences. Sometimes, there may be no clear
cut distinction reached about whether a given
work is best categorized as literature for adults
or children as some works defy easy
categorization. For instance, JK
Rowling's Harry Potter series was written and
marketed for young adults, but it is also popular
among adults. There was a shift to a modern
genre of children's literature in the mid-
19™century. The production of more humorous,
well designed, child-oriented books was birthed

distinguishing literature for younger and older
children. The categories with an age range are
listed below
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Picture books, appropnate for pre-readers
or children ages 0-5

Early reader books, appropriate for
children ages 5-7. These books are often
designed to help a child build his or her
reading skills.

Chapter books, appropriate for children
ages 7-12.
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Crideny Pave bocks efen o™t |
sccensdie 0T of hghqualty an fir yourg
evoen  Even  oider chigen  sppreciste
ccavond! Crawings or Flustoatons i Chacte
socks The frst Bustrated chicren's book @
Ods Pcts pudished i 1858 by Me
Morvian suthor Comeniyg R had a pctue of
evey page. folowed by the name of the otedt
n Latn and German and transiated mto Engied
in 1853 R was very poputar in homes and
schools around Eurcpe and Great Brian for
yeas This later became a flood gate for the
emergence of female writers for chidrens
Jrersture in years 1o come

Early Female writers for children’s literature

By the end of the nineteenth century and
beginning of the twentieth. the world was
already giving recogniton to the works of
women. There was a large realization that they
possess apart from domestic dexterity, conquest

in the labour market, valuadble social and
intellectual contnbuticns, the nght to be free.
seen and heard. This heralded a breakthrough
that was also witnessed in children's Iterature
with some phenomenal women who contributed
$O much to the literary culture worlidwide. Their
writings covered a range of themes where they

have found expression for their talents, writing
about life and times with image moulded-in
poetry and finesse. Some of these works of
female literature writers widely read include

Jane Austen (an English novelist) Pride and
Prejudice, Mansfield Park, Sense and
Sensibility and others

Virginia Weolf (a foremost twentieth-century
modernist): Mrs Dalloway, To the
Lighthouse, Orlando and A Room of One's
Own
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Children’s lterature Aas decome mome expensve
and dverse Technolopics svancement and
modemity have brought in new Qenres of
children's lterature which spat fom fcttous
historic and moralistc writngs now Inciuded
science ficton Female wriey now expliore
more subjects emwonmental  progecton
spiritual, future and sexual onentaton hemes
are core. Gender dvision stayed in chicren's
bocks prominently unti the 1320s but

.k is the goal of 8 feminist to promote

children's Kerature thatgves chidren

autonomy and the asuthorly o speak
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and be heard Books for chidren nead
1o show how important 2 is to be sble
tolisten and hear the sccounts of cthers’
stones. (Harthield 2008, p 14)

Nigerian Female Children Literature writers.
Alnca has produced a kot of rencwned female
authors who have made great contndutons 1o
the world of izerature This development only
becomes manifested dunng the late 1670s with
the amival of Senegalese woman, Aminata Sew
Fall and Manama Baa, (first Afncan feminist
writer) and cthers lke Mabel Segun, Flora
Nwapa and cther first-generation women writers
Since then, there had been many more female
wnters ke Chmamanda Ngozi Adichie, Ama
Ata Aidco, Tess Omwumere, Zuu Scfola.
Zukiswa Wanner, and some cthers. These are
popular early writers of short stories, novels and
plays whose writings mostly in protest to the
marginalization experienced by their genders
survived. The amival of African female writers for
children [terature was a later development,
much later than their male counterparts. The
reason for this lat can be attributed to
a dearth of educated female writers, which
was not a common sight. Women were
relegated to the background where they keep
mum, not seen or heard. Their role in the
traditional African society was to rear
children, perform household chores and
attend to their husband's needs and see to
the general running of the home. With the
attainment of independence by most African
states, few privileged women, who were from
elite families had opportunities to become
educated. Their writings are predated by the
prevailing quest for acceptance by their male
counterparts. Themes of their writings for
children depict rustic African traditional societies
and cultural norms, the confusion that comes
with modernity and clash of cultures, the
consciousness of womanhood and a search for
a loss of identity in their works. Outstanding
among them are three early female writers
whose works will be discussed In the
following paragraphs. These are writers whose
works belong to the Nigerian post-colonial era.

Mabel Dorothy Segun (b.1930) is a prolific
writer, foremost pioneer and advocate of
children’s literature. She is a versatile

an wh ding achievements in
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the flelds of literature singled her oy
Nigerian National Marit Award in 2010 ..,u:
the administration of the then Pm,d".
Goodluck Jonathan. She ploneerey
establishment of children’s Uln.,m.
Assoclation of Nigeria which she louna.q "
1978. Mabel Segun's stories and poems p,
been published in over 30 anthologiey "
Nigerla and abroad. They have
translated into German, Danish, Nom.m._\
Greek and Serb Croat while two of
children's books have been translated
Swahili and Arabic. Her career as a teach,,
broadcaster, poet, editor, playwright, she.
story writer and her explolts in sports '°""0u
a vast baso for the expressive combinatig,
of her talents prolifically displayed in hg,
works. As a champlon for childreny
literature, her interest and exploits wer,
brought to fore in 1965 with her early popul,,
classic  autoblography, @~ My  Fatherg
Daughter. It Is a story capturing the essenc,
of the life of a young girl in 2 small, rury
soclety at the transitional stage between ap
animist past and a technological future full of
uncertainty. The story emphasizes the efforts
of a society striving to strike a balance
between man and nature, inter and intra.
relationships, Irrespective of religious or
cultural bellefs. This was later followed by
its sequel My Mother's Daughter Series in 1986
and these two have formed the basis for literary
studies and appraisal in theses and articles in
Nigerian tertiary institutions. Other works by
Segun for children are, Olu and the Broken
Stalue (1985), The First Com (1988), The Twins
and the Tree Spints (1991/2004). Apart from
short stories, Segun has also published poetry
for children, including co-authored ones, like one
she edited with Neville Grant, Under the Mango
Tree (1980), a collection featuring poems from
all over Africa and the Diaspora. Her other
children's literature collection includes eight
books entitled, Fun with Shells, Decorating
eggs, Painting stones Painting China, Let's Use
String, Printing, Making Pictures and Pattems,
and Modelling, Building and Carving. She is
regarded as the Matriarch of African Literature.

Following closely is her counterpart, Florence
Nwanzuruahu Nkiru Nwapa (b.1931), popularly
known as Flora Nwakpa; another notable
feminist female novelist, short story writer, poet

PRyt nperry®s ool of Marageeert s Lol Gencey SO0

4 children's weiter She (9 sccorded fryt
Mican woman novelst 10 be publshed in
grasn She has been tagged the Mothar of

a Alncan Herature and doyenne of

oen Alican female writers Har works e
N-" anown (or recreating [fe and traditons from
an 1900 Wwoman's viewpoint Her contrbutions in
reconstruction during the rehatiiltaton of
orphans and refugees after the devmstating
galran war said many volumes about her

nerous nature  Her first novel, Efury (19448)
was 8 masterpiece intervention in Alrican iterary
culture where women were often portrayed from
amale<centred perspective. She saw hat novels
as an attempt Lo liberate the African woman from
the stereotyped role of domestic e and
vicimization as always represented by male
writers in their novels. African women were more
than simply poor traders, prostitutes, and
unhappy wives. Although she refused to be
Jabelled a feminist, her novels allowed her to
refashion African femininity through complex
and multi-faceted characters. Her adventure into
children literature was targeted at older children
and this led to the publication of nine children's

bocks

Ancther Nigerian female writer is Buchi
Emecheta, (b.1944). A feminist and Black British
female writer recognised as Nigeria's first
woman novelist published in Britain. Emecheta
is a novelist, children's writer and playwright,
whose works are domiciled in her multi-layered
yet intersecting identities of a diasporic single
woman. Her narrations of African myths and
traditions and the cultural collusion, which are
typical of postcolonial writers, punctuate her
writings as she re-creates her continent's
enslaved traumatic historical past. She wrote for
older children in Pacesetters, a popular short
story series in the '80s and her illustrated book
for children, Nowhere to Play.

New female children literature writers, new
trends

Women have gradually found a voice and safe
nest in a patriarchal society where they can be
seen and heard. Male gender has now started
recognising and acknowledging the role and
importance of women beyond the initial
relegation to household chores. A new
generation of children literature female writers
have emerged in recent times, so also have

Pare baen vir'ous Wi of wetieg Core me
o dayy of arting b ool smanciparoan Pors
e chtcren of tradtor cutrn snd male
craprriema Thae tharga in e social slatus of
aorman Pan cortrbuted mmaraely 9 he faw
trerds of weting tor chidran'y Reraturs Thrors i
8 oMiouIress 1 craate seif awareraty ard
idartty for chidren They are ercoutaged I
1083 0t against ary form of copreIsion and
LOPreIson in society and avertiss [Neif Fghty
‘e Urfke the eary wriers when lemale
education was a rare privlega rew writary sae |
23 8 gt ey are ertfed 1o Therefors Pemes
8nd thamatc (reatmerts hawm shfted grounds
from pleading 10 assaticn ard wriery am now
confrorted with the restment of themas that ars
cffshoots of education cralisation, pofitics and

power, irdocirington, lechnclogy and Cthar
social vees that ars dominant i today's
societes

This is the category that. Ayda'a Olcfntluada,
writer of Eno’s story. Her debtut is 8 stary
revolving around Enc, a young gift in the
Eastern part of Nigeria where pecple were ¢ying
of AIDS. Eno was accused of witcherafl as is
commonly the practice now, after the mystercus
disappearance cf her father. There ars
established cases cf chid witch scandal In
Nigeria and they undergo torturcus punishmerts
in the form of deliverance by their parents cr
close relatives, leaving them maimed or dead at
the end. Eno was able to face adversty through
the support of her loving mcther, instead of
being downtrodden and overwheimed by a
victim mentality. It is a sad, moving story spiced
with bouts of humour which further characterzed
Eno as being brave and couragecus. Her story
is well illustrated, colourful and close to Ife, in
the class of Enid Blyton series. Eno's story was
shortlisted for Nigerian Prize for Literature
Award in 2011.

Ancther female wnter is Nnedi Okorafor. A
Nigerian-American born of Nigerian immigrant
parents in the United States. She is an
international award-winning novelist of African-
based science fiction, fantasy and magical
realism for beth children and adults. Nnedi can
weave African culture into creative evocative
settings and memorable characters. Her interest
in writing science fictions for adults, young
adults and children are credited in her works,
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The Akata senes. Zohah the Windseeler, The
Shadow Speater, Long Juu Man Indessa and
the Secrot of the Never Mg and athers. Her
motivation for witing books in this genve sel in
Afnca and America is a true reflection of her
identity and roots. The refevance of ber work to
the modemn child is apt and timely. The African
child is no longer satiated with fok tales,
legends and myths. Exposure to science and
technology has left a thirst and search for inquiry
and adventure, which is a mix in Okorafor's
writings. This is uniquely significant creatvity in

a new dimension, @ t&tal and radical departure

from the established norm of writing for children.

Her works have won many awards, listed below,

from 2005 bl date.

« 2005 - The Strange Honzons Reader's
Choice Award for Stephen King's Super-
Duper Magical Negroes

« 2007 - 2008 - Macmillan Writers' Prize for
Africa for Long Juju Man

¢ 2008 - Carl Brandon Parallax Award
for The Shadow Speaker

¢ 2008 - The Wole Soyinka Prize for
Literature for Zahrah the Windseeker

s 2012 - The 2012 Black Excellence Award
for Outstanding Achievement in Literature
(Fiction) for Zahrah the Windseeker

¢ 2012 - Kindred Award for Who Fears Death

* 2011 - The World Fantasy Award (Best
Novel) for Who Fears Death

* 2016 - The Nebula Award (Best Novella)
for Binti

¢ 2016 - Children's Africana Book Award for
Best Book for Young Readers for Chicken in
the Kitchen

¢ 2016 - The Hugo Award for Best
Novella for Binti

Mary Okon Ononokponor is of Oron origin in the
South-South region of Nigeria but living in the
UK. The Nigerian-British is a freelance
fashion/entertainment writer and artist, obsessed
with making tangible intangible things. Her work,
a children fiction, Twalah and the Time Traveller,
won the Golden Baobab Prize for Children's
Literature in 2014. It is based on the travelling
adventure of Tualah, assisted by her clever cat,
Karma. The story, entwined in technology, app
creation, time management and other heavy
themes feature in this creation. Her motivation
stems from her Afican immigrant ongin
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propeiied by a quest to remy
expenences narrated in poputar M,,,:d:’.",
sude from books written by black "-"t; ",
set in the Alncan Daspora wWih o teng | by
focus on the Coribbean or AMerican exp,. ! &
which is dfficult to identdy with as pn ,T':"l
mmigrant »
Suggestions

Literature as a child's third parent ang at
first-century child is @ child of mam, T
Female writers need to produce good D‘t;‘:\
lterature that can create in young L]
awareness of the expectations of ,
society and acceptable behaviour p“:,:‘ﬂ
scciety. Children need to have a "
identity, a point of reference from which pe%“
operate. A foremost way of crea; i
awareness is by providing them with well.y, *
stories, poems and plays whose themes run
concemns that are germane 1o their exigte,
They need books about family, growing |,
emotional needs of people, suffering, osg, "
love accepting others, relationships and religioy,
tolerance. Books that can fill this gap are

that portray the cultures of the different ethn
groups and their diversities. Universal gou.
problems need to be treated in books. Sy as
problems of alcoholism, cultism, hooligani,m
prostitution, drug abuse, sex, sexual abuse gy
domestic violence. Female writers need o be
aware that today's literature for a Nigerjan chilg
needs a refocus on global issues, such ag the
environment, gender discrimination, human
rights, child abuse terrorism, conflict resolution
war and peace, as these are prevalent issues
calling for attention. These works need honesty,
amusement, imagination, fun and recognition ¢f
the fact that this writing is for them not adyts
and must be treated as such. Children would
prefer to read works of writers that view life from
their perspective and can relate with ther
interests and expectations and by so doing
bridge the divide. These are crucial factors that
endear children to pieces of literature.

Conclusion

Discourse in children's literature has evolved a
more radical approach in treatment and thematic
relevance, germane and fundamental to the
“modern-day” child. There is a call for a new
generation of African female children writers,
illustrators and publishers to step forward and
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