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FOREWORD

Indigenous knowledge, skills, values and practices have
been over-shadowed by modernization, Westernization,
Christianization and Islamization. The advice of the early
nationalist to boycott all “boycottables” had not been well
heeded. The various attempt to bring about indigenous
renaissances have been spotty discrete and along academic
disciplines. For instance, History, Religious Studies,
Creative Arts have been treating indigenous knowledge
along their narrow perspectives. It is in this light that this
Journal becomes important because it transcends
academic barriers. It is also of importance in its scholarly
scope. Well researched papers on indigenous knowledge
are contained therein.

There are six areas of focus, namely, Indigenous
knowledge: Sources and Methods of preservation;
Indigenous knowledge and Technology/Health Care;
Indigenous knowledge And Religion; Indigenous knowledge
and Productivity; indigenous Knowledge and Education;
and Indigenous knowledge, Social Life and Culture.

The rich diversity is the strength of this edition. Based on
the clarity of expression, comprehensiveness and
illustrations of the papers, I wholeheartedly welcome this
Journal and recommend this to general readers and
specialist in indigenous Education. Researchers are also
enjoined to sustain the quality and frequency of the
Journal.

Samuel F. Ogundare Ph.D
Professor of Soclal Education

College of Social and Management Sciences
Tai Solarin Unversity of Education

Ijagun, Ogun State.



PREFACE

The animal called Man is inescapably partly determined
by his physical environment. His effort in a desperate
attempt to overcome the challenges of his environment
and to conquer his world has led to the development of a
body of knowledge over which his actions, reactions and
inactions radiate. The ability of humankind to determine
its social existence to a large extent is an evidence of man's
conquest of nature and geography. The series of
accumulated body of knowledge constitutes part of the
people’s culture which in contemporary times is regarded
as indigenous knowledge. The survival of humans centres
on the knowledge in arts and social sciences. This explains
the motivation for the critical attempt to research, update,
preserve and transmit some of the evidences of the
indigenous knowledge in African society. This work has
reinforced the existing basis for rejection of Eurocentric
view of early African society as that of darkness, savagery,
fixation and economic bankruptcy.

This present edition has attracted articles from many
Tertary institutions in and outside Nigeria. Given the
nature of inter connection in human knowledge and
problems, a painstaking effort has been made to classify
the available papers into six major strands. The first
section of the papers centers on sources and methods of
preservation of indigenous knowledge. This section has
refreshed our memory of functions and limitations of oral
sources as well as touched on the area of Dibia institution
among the Igho and Aroko among Yoruba as aspects of
communication technology in African society which had
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hitherto been under studied.

The second segment focuses on technology and health care
in relations to indigenous knowledge. This sectlon covers
health care delivery system among the Yoruba,
communication system, witchcraft, dundun drum and
technology of war. The third section is on indigenous
festivals such as Egungun, Pentecostal churches and
indigenous music in the liturgy of indigenous churches is
discussed.

The major theme of the fourth section is economic
production. The papers focus on agriculture, foods and
art and crafts production as well as geographical
€conomics.

This section is followed by indigenous knowledge and
education. This section enhances our understanding of
issues relating to curriculum development and problems
in Music Education. Sexuality and Environmental
Education, as well as the Nigeria's 9-year basic education.

The last section centres on social life and culture in relation
to indigenous knowledge. Topical issues like marriage
covenant, child upbringing, fashion, native administration,
parenthood, women and instrument of national power are
discussed.

On the whole, the work has broken the barriers between
the past and the present, and has given a great promise of
inward looking for technological development of African
society. It is true that the past can never be relived and
neither could the vast majority of the indigenous
technocrats, scientists and custodians of indigenous



knowledge w.) are now in their graves be called to life but
the glorious past could be studied through the present
traces for technological take off rather than technological
transfer, which has been a ruse.

R.O Ajetunmobi PhD

Reader,

Dept of History and Diplomatic Studies,
Tal Solarin University of Education,
Ijagun Ijebu-ode,

Ogun State,
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AROKO AMONG THE YORUBA: ITS
COMMUNICATIVE VALUE IN DRAMA

By
Bolaji, Ezekiel Tunde

&
Adedina, Nkemdirim Olubunmi

Abstract

Communication strategy is not a novel idea. it is not just
the product of the European. The Yoruba of West Africa are
skillful tn the use of communication strategy that is
predominantly culture propagating and culture bound. How
arolco falls in this category, especially in relation to drama
and dramatic performances is the focus of this presentation.

Key Words: Aroko, Communication. drama, dramatic
performance, Yoruba.
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Introduction

Communication is an lotegral part of perpetuating any
societv. [t is the perfect means of interaction, unity and
outlet of feelings and thoughts. Soola and Ayoade
(2000:11) rightly observe that at all imes. in all situations,
contexts anc circumstances commuinication (s. tndead. bath
an in dispensable and inavoidable human activity.” A
deliberate relusal to communlicate, for example,
communlicates something to somecone somewhere.

Communicatlon can be verbal and nonverbal. While verbal
communlcation makes nse of words and mouth, “non-
verbal commmunication takes many (orms and is realized
in many ways” (Soola and Abimbola 2000:49). Non-verbal
communication involves the use of body movement and
gesture, embrowns, lllustrations. regulations, faclal
expression and behaviour, paralinguistic cues, space, time
and even physical appearance and object language. This
paper focuses on the non-verbal communication strategy,
Aroko as it relates to drama, dramatic performance and
the Yoruba of West Alrica.

What is Aroko?

Arolco is a form of ebject language. According to Ogundeji
(2000:2),

Arolco is a symbol-object or a collection of such
objects usually parceled together and sent
through a messenger to another person for
the purpose of conveying a message to be
decoded by the receiver.

Ogundeji’s definition is strictly restricted to the “Indigenous
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There arc forms ol aroko used Lo slgnlfy [rlendshlp,
marriage, war, pcace and olher I8sues In soclety. Objecls
may be usecd al times, such as when two friends drink
water mixed with sand to Indlicate that loyalty must always
be malntalned or when a plcce of bloodstained white cloth.
a keg of palm wine ele are sent to the bride’s familly by the
groom's Indlcating that thelr daughler was met a virgin:
she was a virtuous woman. Colours arc also used to
indicate varlous aspects of bellefs In soclety, among the
Yoruba. Red cloth Indlcales danger. white cloth Indlcate
purity: love, chastty, hollness; black cloth/rag Indlcate
poverty, evll or mourning. Also among Lhe Yoruba,
numbers are slgnificant. Three cowrles' means rejectlon.
clght cowries means favourable and slx cowrles mean
affection.

Most of Yoruba playwrights make good usc of these
tradltional forms of communication stralegy Lo pass
powerful message across Lo the audlence. This among
other things helps them to say a lot using a single item
and to show the veraclty of soclo-cultural sign posts of
thelr pecople. This In turn showcased the people's
philosophy, world view and wisdom.

In Olarotiml's Kurunmi, the Oyo genera-lisimo, Kurunmi
sends a solled plece of cloth to Aole to show his castigation
of the step the latter takes. In traditional Yoruba society
of Oyo. a king's first son enjoys the same rights as the
king as long as the king relgns. But as soon as the demlse
of the king, he Is to be buried allve with the king. However,
during the relgn of Alaafin, he connived with some chlefs
who had no regards for tradition to install his son as king
after him. So, when Alaafin dles, hls son Atiba is sworn in
as the next king. Kurunml shows his rejection of this by
sending the solled plece of cloth to the Oba to show that
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the king has solled Lhe raditlon and hencelorth he vrill
know no peace. The king In return sends another sets of
aroko to Kuruml in the [orm ol calabash with different
contents and different slgnificance. Kurumnl choose the
one with gun power ndlcating that he preflers war to peace.

Another example of Aroko Is found In Teganl by Osoflsan.
Women at a certain stage In the play come out naked.
This arolco signifles the height of rejectlon and the rough
loathing of certaln development In soclety. Among the
Yoruba. women are mothers. Even when thelr husbands
are golng to the war. they fuel the lamp and see to It that
it Is not extingulshed which may spell catastrophe for the
husband. When this socletal figure, women go out in group
(n nudlty, It Is sacrileglous. a taboo. It means whatever Is
pronounced at the moment must be done or else there
will be evil days for the soclety. Thls s the message
Osoflsan senses out to slgnal the cllmax of asperslon.

Finally, In Twingle-Twangle, by Osoflsan, aroko Is also
used. To begin with, the ttle of the plays in Itself Is a form
of aroko especlally when one relates tt to the two maln
characters of the play Taye and Kehinde, both of whom
slgnify peace and war, traditlon and westernlzation of Africa
culture. The two represent opposing soclal forces that
are dialectically present In every soclety. So, Twingle-
Twangle is aroko to Nigeria leaders and Nlgerians from
Osofisan.

Conclusion

As we can see, understanding drama and dramatic
performances put together, especially by the Yoruba, one
must not do away with an integral aspect of the
communication strategy usually adopted — Aroko. This Is
an important aspect of Yoruba contributions to world

clvilization and communication technology.
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